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SYLLABUS 
 

HIST 1313: U.S. History to 1876 
Fall 2018 

 

Instructor:   Justin Lamar Bryant 
Section # and CRN: P14, 11616 

Office Location:  G. R. Woolfolk Building 

Office Phone:  TBD 
Email Address: jubryant@pvamu.edu 
Office Hours:  MW(F): 3:30PM – 5:00PM (and by appointment) 
Mode of Instruction:  Face to Face 
 
Course Location:   110, G. R. Woolfolk Building 
Class Days & Times: MWF: 11:00AM – 11:50AM  
Catalog Description: This course covers American development from the era of discovery to the close of the 

Civil War. This course includes modules on the following topics: the colonial era; the young 
republic; westward expansion; and sectionalism; Civil War, and Reconstruction. 
 

 

Prerequisites: RDNG 0131 
Co-requisites: N/A 
 

Required Texts: US: A Narrative History, Volume 1: to 1877 (Paperback) by James West Davidson, Brian 
DeLay, Christine Leigh Heyrman, Mark Lytl, Michael Stoff (ISBN 0073385468) 

 

Recommended 
Texts: 

Additional readings and documents will be assigned throughout the semester. 

 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
 
  

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 
  

Program 
Learning 

Outcome # 
Alignment 

Core Curriculum 
Outcome 
Alignment  

 
1 Learn basic facts of American history; 1 Critical Thinking 
2 Be better able to think critically, recognize change over time, and 

demonstrate an understanding how actions have consequences; 
2 Critical Thinking 

3 Relate present-day issues and experiences to those of the past, in order to 
provide a better basis for personal responsibilities, appreciating challenges, 
and possibilities of contemporary times; 

3 Communication 

4 Supplement knowledge of sources and methods of learning American 
history; 

4 Personal 
Responsibility 

5 Develop global perspective and social responsibility by recognizing and 
remarking upon relationships between domestic and foreign a5ffairs. 

5 Social 
Responsibility 
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Major Course Requirements  
 
Method of Determining Final Course Grade
 
Course Grade Requirement  Value Total 

1) Examinations (4 total) 400 80% 
2) Classwork & Homework 
3) In-Class Quizzes 

50 
25 

10% 
05% 

5) Attendance* 
6) Extra Credit* 

25 
50 

05% 
10% 

Total: 550 110% 
 
Grading Criteria and Conversion: 
A = 90%-100% 
B = 80%-89% 
C = 70%-79% 
D = 60%-69% 
F = 0%-59% 
 

Detailed Description of Major Assignments:
Grade Requirement Description 
Examinations Four multiple choice tests with an essay response 
Midterm Exam Exam on first half of course 
Final Exam 
Class Participation 
Attendance 

Exam on second half of course 
See comments below 
See comments below 

  
Course Procedures or Additional Instructor Policies
 
Taskstream 
Taskstream is a tool that Prairie View A&M University uses for assessment purposes. At least one of a student’s 
assignments is REQUIRED to be submitted as an "artifact,” an item of coursework that serves as evidence that 
course objectives are met. More information will be provided during the semester, but for general information, 
students can visit Taskstream via the link in eCourses. One of a student’s source evaluations will be used for this 
purpose.  
 

Examinations 
There will be four examinations dispersed throughout the semester. The midterm and final examination, or the 
second and fourth test, will have the same format as test one and three – multiple choice questions with an essay 
response. Examination questions will consist of content and materials covered during class lectures, assigned 
readings, and additional readings assigned throughout the class. Short test reviews will occur in the class 
preceding each test. Examinations will be scheduled on Fridays, but there may be instances in which test dates 
could be rescheduled.   
 
In-Class Quizzes 
Students will be assigned to groups that will last throughout the stint of the semester.  Each student within each 
group is expected to do the assigned course reading.  In class, the professor will select a student in each group to 
answer a preassigned question from the reading that will serve as the assessment for the in-class quiz.  If the 
question is not assigned from the professor during the previous class, students should expect to provide a 
response to the review questions from within the required course text.  One student will be selected at random from 
each group to answer one, or multiple, question(s) from the professor. The grade from the student selected will be 
the grade for all members in the group.  If a member in the group has an unexcused absence, that student will not 
receive credit for the earned points by their group.  Thus, it is strongly encouraged that students work together 
outside of class to master the course content.  Review questions assigned by the professor or either extracted from 
the course text or supplemental reading will be potential questions found on students’ quarterly assessments.  
Remember, FRIENDS DON’T LET FRIENDS FLUNK!  
 
Homework and Classwork 
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Each Friday, unless otherwise specified by the professor, students will evaluate primary and secondary sources 
related to the week’s lecture.  Students will individually analyze the documents before discussing their analysis with 
their group. A class discussion will ensue after each group’s discussion.  Students may be instructed to submit a 
brief written essay to eCourse on the day the assignment is given to the class.  This assignment is due no later 
than 9pm on the day the given.  Responses must be one paragraph at minimum, but cannot exceed one-page 
typed.   
 
Students will complete a weekly reading that constitutes as homework.  Additional homework may consist of 
reviewing and assessing (grading) the essay response of each peer in their group by Sunday at noon (12pm) 
following the submission of essays if assigned by the professor.  Students must assess their peers’ work based on 
the grading rubric found in the syllabus.  During the following Friday’s lecture, unless otherwise specified by the 
professor, students’ work will be sampled at random and presented to the class anonymously.  The sample essay 
will be evaluated by the class using the course rubric to assist students in identifying common errors found in 
students’ work.  This activity will help prepare students for each quarterly assessment given throughout the 
semester. 
 
Students should strengthen the following skills from their classwork and homework assignments: analyzing primary 
and secondary sources; comparing and contrasting the course text with primary and/or secondary sources; and 
analyzing and synthesizing course content and situate the information in a contemporary context through verbal 
and written communication. 
 
Attendance 
Students are expected to be in class, however, if a student is unable to attend the class, the student will be 
responsible for all material covered in the class during the day(s) the student missed. The professor will not give out 
copies of notes nor give private lectures in the professor’s office. Students must get the notes from another student 
in the class, preferably a student within one’s assigned group. Exams are based almost exclusively on lectures 
and readings, so if a student miss material, the student’s grade will suffer. Absence for an examination will only be 
excused for a verifiable family or medical emergency, a serious transportation problem, or participation in an official 
University activity. More than 3 unexcused absences may result in a full letter grade reduction. Excused absences 
are excluded from the tabulation.  Students are required to take a picture of themselves during the first week of 
class holding their name tag that the student will make during the first week of class.  This gives the professor an 
opportunity to identify the students by name and face.  This task also allows the professor to verify a student’s 
attendance to the course in case any mishap occurs the online system used by the university to take attendance.  
This submission will be submitted online via eCourse.  This task must be completed during the first week of class in 
order to receive points for attendance or extra credit.   
 
Extra Credit 
Extra credit will not be provided to students at the end of the semester.  However, students will have an opportunity 
to earn extra credit points throughout the semester by attending and participating campus events held throughout 
the semester.  For each extra-curricular activity in which a student participates, five points will be awarded to the 
student, with a maximum of 50 total points awarded, or five campus events.  Extra credit allows students to 
increase their class average by an additional 10%.  In order to verify a student’s attendance or participation to a 
campus event, students must take a picture of themselves (i.e. selfie) at the event holding an event program or 
some other medium detailing the event in which a student(s) attended.  Students may earn 15 points by attending 
events alone, but the remaining 10 points must come from attending an event with at least one other person in their 
assigned group; this requires students to take a picture with the other student, and both students must submit this 
verification.  All pictures must be uploaded to eCourse by the last day of class in order to receive extra credit.  
Research in higher education indicates that students that become involved in campus life are more likely to persist 
to graduation.   
 
Cell Phones 
Cell phones must be turned off or put on silence or vibrate. No texting during class. Any cell phone use during a 
test will result in a zero for that assignment. 
 
Classroom Etiquette and Dress Code 
Students are expected to always conduct themselves in a professional manner.  This includes arriving promptly to 
class, completing all assigned readings, participating in class discussions, and engaging in intellectual discourse 
respectfully.  While diverging opinions will occur, students should remember to always address their classmate or 
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professor by name first, before beginning a response to any comment or remark made pertaining to the course 
content (i.e. While I recognize Mr./Ms. Smith’s position, I must diverge with their position).  Please remember, 
RESPECT IS OWED TO A DOG.  Students should be mindful of their attire when attending class.  Pajamas, 
revealing or inappropriate clothing, undergarments, hats (this includes du-rags, bonnets, or other protective night 
coverings for the hair) are not permissible in class.  Violation to the dress code will result in a student’s dismissal 
from class.  A student’s dismissal from class due to a violation of classroom etiquette or dress code will result in an 
absence for the day.   
 
AT ANY POINT DURING THE SEMESTER, THE SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE PROFESSOR. 
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